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GUIDE TO MAKING AN APPLICATION TO THE 2023/24 BURSARY SCHEME
 FOR FURTHER EDUCATION STUDENTS (Art and Design Foundation)
Please read before completing the application form.

What is the Further Education Bursary Scheme?

Loughborough University offers bursaries to Further Education students from low-income backgrounds, studying Art Foundation at the University.
The scheme consists of two funds: 
1. The 16-19 Bursary Fund provides financial help for young people aged 16 to 19 who face barriers to staying in education. It is available to 16-19 year-olds studying at FE level in England. There are two types of bursary available:

· bursaries of £1,200 a year for the most vulnerable young people in one of the defined vulnerable groups; The bursary can be used towards the costs of studying such as travel, equipment or meals at University. or
· discretionary bursaries based on individual need. Value £750 per individual but awards may be increased later in the year if funds permit. 
2. Advanced Learner Loan Bursary (students aged over 19) – amount awarded depends on the student’s circumstances.  Value £750 per individual but awards may be increased later in the year if funds permit and may include learning support needs, financial hardship, childcare and residential support.
Funds for both schemes are provided by the Education and Skills Funding Agency.
Am I eligible to apply?

You can make an application to the Bursary Scheme for Further Education Students if 
· you are a UK ‘home student’, enrolled on a Further Education course at Loughborough University, and aged between 16 and 19 on 31st August 2023 or you are in receipt of an Advanced Learner Loan.
· your gross taxable household income is £33,500 or below for either 
· the 2022/23 tax year, or
· expected to be £33,500 or below for the 2023/24 tax year.  
‘Home student’ means – 

· you have been ordinarily resident in the British Isles (including Northern Ireland) for the 3 years preceding the start of your course, and 
· you have ‘settled status’; i.e. there must be no immigration restrictions on your stay in the UK (e.g. British Citizens).  

If you are unsure whether you are eligible to apply contact the Student Advice and Support Service – tel 01509 222765, email Advice@lboro.ac.uk 
HELP WITH COMPLETING YOUR APPLICATION

If you require any assistance with completing the form please contact Student Advice and Support Service, Loughborough University. Telephone 01509 222765 or email advice@lboro.ac.uk 
The form is to be completed by the student. Completed Bursary applications must be returned by email to Hfapplications@lboro.ac.uk  no later than Friday 1st December 2023
Section One - Personal Details
These questions will help to establish whether you are eligible for a Bursary.

Section Two – Income and Expenditure

Please provide proof of household income –
a) P60 for the tax year to April 2023  
b) a statement from HMRC confirming your gross taxable income for 2022/23 tax year
c) Tax Credits award notice
d) Universal Credit statement for the latest 3 months
e) benefits letter 
f) the latest 3 months’ pay slips, accompanied by a signed letter/declaration that the pay slips provide an accurate representation of the expected earnings for the whole tax year
If you are not sure whether your taxable household income is below the £33,500 threshold, please make an application supported by required documentary evidence.  
Section Three – Personal Circumstances

These questions are to establish whether you are eligible for the £1,200 bursary for vulnerable students.
Section Four - Additional Information

Use this section to explain the individual circumstances that are relevant to your application.  Remember that the purpose of the bursary is to help those students who would find entering education financially difficult.  This could be for various reasons, for example; if you come from a low income background it may be difficult for you meet the costs of materials for the course.  Mention any additional costs such as extra travel or childcare costs that you will incur while studying.

Give an outline of how you plan to fund yourself whilst studying. The Bursary is intended to supplement other income; it is not intended to provide full living costs while studying.

Completed applications must be returned by email - Hfapplications@lboro.ac.uk no later than Friday 1st December 2023 
How are decisions made?

Each application will be considered on its own merits. It is important that you complete the application form clearly and in full so that an accurate assessment of your situation can be made.  As the number of bursaries is limited, Loughborough University cannot guarantee a payment of the bursary award to every applicant who satisfies the eligibility criteria.

16-19 and Advanced Learner Loan Bursaries are based on individual need and successful applicants will each receive an award of £750.
Vulnerable Group Bursaries of £1,200 for students aged 16-19. Eligible if any of the following statements apply:

· I am a disabled person and receive Employment and Support Allowance/Universal Credit and Disability Living Allowance/Personal Independence Payment
· I am in receipt of Income Support/Universal Credit because I am financially supporting myself or financially supporting myself and someone who is dependent on me and living with me such as a child or partner

· I have been in Care and am now a ‘Care Leaver’

· I am in Care or classed as a ‘Looked After Child’ by the Local Authority
When deciding whether to make a bursary award, regard will be given to:

· The guidance from the Education and Skills Funding Agency
· The circumstances of the case

· The fund having sufficient money available

Any information you provide will be treated in the strictest confidence.  Once a decision has been made you will be informed by email stating the amount of your award and expected payment date(s). 
When are decisions made?

In order to manage the budget effectively, successful applicants are paid an initial amount normally in January 2024. If there are funds remaining in March 2024, awards may be increased. There is no need to make a further application to receive an increased award.
Payment will be made by BACS transfer to your bank account registered on ‘Student Self Service’. Please check or add bank details by logging in to Student Self-Service | Student Enquiries | Loughborough University (lboro.ac.uk)
